
Kentucky Folic Acid & Perinatal Partnership 
January 23, 2014  

(Including additional comments from conference call w/Dr. Shepherd 2/7/14) 
 

Attendance: Brown, Sprowl, Miller, Smith, Derringer, Adams, Bibb, Nading, Hiles, Adkins, Royalty. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Susan Brown. The minutes from the September meeting were 
approved with one revision being made to correct the date of the next meeting. 
 

Chairman’s Report Shelley reported for Dr. Shepherd - 

 Health departments had been told that Presumptive Eligibility (PE) length of time had changed 
effective January 2014 - up to 60 days now (was up to 90 days). Income now increased to 195% 
of Federal Poverty Level (was 185%).  

 KY Department for Public Health (KDPH) reported to CDC that flu activity in the state is 
widespread. At least ½ of the regions of the state are affected. 

 January is National Birth Defect Prevention Month. KDPH sent a press release about folic acid. 

 Safe Sleep Campaign – Health Departments are still using safe sleep packages. Some revisions 
are being considered for the packages based on feedback from health depts. One new package 
would focus on safe sleep in winter – adds info on insuring that baby is warm enough in frigid 
temperatures. 

 Shelley leaves for the AMCHP conference Saturday, 1/25/14, to hear Dr. Lu speak about the 
changes to the block grant that go into effect FY15. Strong measures are recommended to 
clearly define what states need to do, measure and follow, to ensure the basics are covered.  
There has been a lot of talk about changes to the measures…do they duplicate CDC measures? If 
so, it could endanger the grant. 

 COIIN (the Collaborative Improvement & Innovative Network) to reduce Infant Mortality will 
continue meeting for another year to better evaluate their progress on the initiatives. 

 

Committee Reports 
Diane – Community 

 2013 activity report, 2013 evaluated plans, and draft of 2014 community plans were emailed to 
Susan last night. She has forwarded the 2013 activity report and evaluated plans. 

Katrina - Professional 

 Met or exceeded everything in the 2013 plan. The 2014 plan is ready, and Katrina will send it—it 
can be revised as needed.  

Kara – Media 

 Accomplished everything for 2013. Did a press release and media list, which will be on the 
website. Waiting for decision on committee structure before developing 2014 plans. Susan said 
that she heard back from several people who had used the press release. She will compile that 
info and send it out to the members after the meeting. (Done).   

 

Old Business 
Katrina – Prematurity summit & HBWW meeting in November: Wonderful HBWW meeting for all sites 
prior to the summit. Our speaker a midwife from Florida was also featured at the Summit, and she 
captivated her audience both days. The HBWW sites achieved their 2013 goal to put hard stop polices in 
each HBWW hospital site by December 2013. Another goal was to have each hospital either actively 
participating in K-HEN or involved with a MOD 39 weeks’ QA or QI project. This goal was also met. A 
2014 goal will be to work on rolling-out HBWW to the entire state.  
Old Business continued: Next year’s HBWW meeting will be November 6th.  (HBWW next steps: Work to 
ensure that the hard-stop policies are implemented in day to day services and not just forgotten words 
in a policies and procedures manual). At the Summit: About 150 people attended including local and 



national MOD, and Johnson & Johnson Pediatric Institute. Again, great speakers! KY’s prematurity report 
card went from an F, to a D and is now a C! Susan added that the Healthy Babies sites had posters at the 
summit, and awards were given to each site and to the hospitals that provided 39 weeks QA or QI 
projects, and to those who succeeded in getting 39-week hard-stop policies in place. Next year’s Summit 
is November 7, 2014, a bit earlier than in previous years—mark your calendars! 
 
Kara – KY Every Woman Southeast (EWSE) – Always looking for more people to join. KY was the top 
state to complete the Woman’s Voices Survey last year. Conference calls will be quarterly in 2014. 
Currently we’re not as busy with projects, but continuing to meet. Susan added that Barren River’s grant 
is ending: The LifeCourse game has been distributed for use in schools, home school partners, farmers 
markets, 4H clubs in schools, and teen moms. In clinic, we’ve revised the tool we use for screening to 
include questions to open the door for discussion geared toward the LifeCourse Model and looking at 
how the choices we make today affect our future tomorrows.  We plan to continue these activities. 
 
Susan-Logo Design – Most popular logo was the one in primary colors-in part due to the cleaner design. 
There was discussion about the two color schemes. One consideration is how it would look in black & 
white. Diane moved to use the bottom logo (it is the one in primary colors), but change the blue on the 
P to purple. Katrina seconded. Motion carried. Brittan will have her husband make the revision and send 
us the samples in both colors with the clear block design & how those look in b &w. Please thank him! 
 
Safe Sleep – Susan asked if anyone has used the materials that were distributed at the September 
meeting. Trina plans to share them at the spring-training. Susan put the DVD’s and materials on the 
display at the Warren Co. Health Dept. and they were taken quickly, but it’s hard to say how effective 
the teaching tools will be in this type of distribution/access. 
 
New Business 
Update from members on their activities for Prematurity Awareness Month and Folic Acid/Birth Defects 
Prevention Month but be sure to turn in any additional media activities with the press releases to Susan, 
ASAP. (Susan sent an email after the meeting with those details to the members). 
 
Committees re-design: Since 1999, the KFAP has functioned with three sub-committees based on the 
three-pronged approach for promoting folic acid (Community, Media, and Professional). In January 
2004, we realized that change was in the air and while folic acid would always be important to us, our 
focus was expanding to include a heavy emphasis on prematurity prevention and we voted to change 
our name to reflect those changes: Kentucky Folic Acid Partnership…promoting perinatal health. The 
past ten years have seen our members take the initiative to promote all perinatal health issues while 
continuing to also promote folic acid use. In 2012, Dr. Shepherd suggested that we look at our name and 
brainstorm ways to better reflect who we are and what we represent and the consensus was that we 
are the Kentucky Folic Acid and Perinatal Partnership. The name change was approved but the 
reworking of our “blocks” logo design was still in discussion a year later. On September 26, 2013, Brittan 
Bibb volunteered to take the original block design to her husband to recreate it with a near match look 
in primary colors, as well as, one with a newer and fresher look that our members could vote on. In 
addition to a new logo, it also makes sense to reflect upon our current sub-committee groups which 
were established in 1999, with a singular folic acid campaign in mind (one topic of focus with three 
committees representing three separate targets of action. We were an inch deep and a mile wide in 
those days). But now, our focuses are many and widespread it only makes sense to update our 
committees to better reflect the much broader scope of interest that the KFAP brings to the table in 
2014. These are the 6 topics those present felt we currently address most in our KFAP activities: Healthy 
Babies, Every Woman Southeast, breastfeeding, safe sleep, smoking/substance abuse, and folic acid. We 
see these topics as being new committees groups and each group would continue to utilize the three-



prong approach for outreach (community, professional and media). All three current chairs each 
volunteered to chair one of the new committees, if the change is approved.  And Allison Evans Hiles 
suggested the Fayette County tobacco coordinator might help Co-Chair with smoking/substance abuse – 
Angela Brumley-Shelton – since she has interest in working with this population. Allison will ask Angela 
about it (Angela has accepted and is eager to join our table if these changes take place). Shelley had to 
leave the meeting early- before this discussion took place, but Trina will ask her about being a chair for 
safe sleep. (Shelley has accepted) Committee chairs are responsible for developing yearly plans and 
evaluating outcomes at year’s end. Currently, Dr. Shepherd has asked Trina and Shelley to work on 
developing templates for each of the six topics to ensure that the “same voice” message shall be 
presented on any information endorsed by the KFAP. She sees the templates as the “voice” for the KFAP 
as it relates to each of the six topics (although breastfeeding will be guided by the already established 
statewide plan, none of the other topics have a statewide standard to draw from). She sees each of 
these topics still being guided by a specific Community, Professional and Media Plan. Shelley & Trina will 
take the next two-three weeks to accomplish this and a meeting will be called within the next month for 
Dr. Shepherd and the Co-Chairs to meet to discuss and pursue this further. 
 

Confirmed and Possible Co-Chairs: (Dr. Shepherd prefers that each committee be Co-Chaired) 

 Shelley & Allison Evans Hiles – Safe Sleep: (Trina Miller wants on the committee too) 

 Katrina & (needs Co-Chair) – HBWW (prematurity prevention, systems change/hard-stop 
policies expand statewide)  

 Diane Sprowl & (Erin Gillespie-hopefully) – Folic Acid (Birth Defects prevention & nutrition 
related) 

 Kara & (needs Co-Chair) – EWSE (preconception & interconception/LifeCourse Modeled) 

 Susan & Marlene Goodlett (was added after the meeting) – Breastfeeding  

 Trina Miller & Angela Brumley-Shelton (Lexington-Fayette County) – Smoking/SA: (and Rich 
Nading Green River District HD would like to help out on this committee, too) 
 

If the new committees are approved, Katrina suggested possibly hosting a reorganizational meeting. 
March of Dimes could provide food for the meeting and maybe we could tie-in our spring HBWW 
meeting to this or perhaps with the Centering training later this spring. Great suggestions but Susan 
mentioned that first and foremost, Dr. Shepherd needs to hear about the proposed changes. And if she 
approves we would also need to seek input from the rest of the Partnership, before a formal proposal or 
other plans, can take place. (In my call w/Dr. Shepherd, she thought this would be a great idea and saw 
it possibly being linked with the KPA conference in June). 
  
A survey monkey was created for members to voice opinions about our current meeting times or to 
suggest an alternative. The survey was tested by the three committee chairs and is now ready to send to 
the partners. Susan will send this out in a couple of weeks—be watching for it and let your voice be 
heard (sent). Trina mentioned in the meeting that maybe if we met in-person and had refreshments, it 
might make the meetings more fun for more people to attend. Trina will send the media release about 
January Birth Defects Awareness Month to Susan to send to everyone. (This was done on both counts 
following the meeting). Meeting adjourned at 10:12 EST. Minutes combined and submitted together per 
Diane Sprowl and Susan Brown-sent to members via email on 2/14/14 with one logo design attached. 
 
Submitted by Susan Brown 


